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The Worship of God

Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 26, 2019 10:55 A.M.

Worship begins with the Chiming of the Hour and the Voluntary.
Please use this as a time of quiet reflection and prayer,
and to record your attendance in the blue booklet at the end of the pew, and pass it to others.
To help maintain the spirit of worship, please silence all electronic devices.
% _ Please rise in body or in spirit.

Chiming of the Hour

Christ be with you ... and also with you!

Acts 16:9-15 reminds us that the Spirit of God is never limited by traditional sources
of power in order to bring about change and transformation. Lydia is a listener who
welcomes the gospel’s message and the transforming power of the Spirit that brings
Paul to her. Lydia’s baptism christens mutuality of ministry. Waters of life wash
through all the readings today; inviting love, making persons whole, and imparting
holy presence and peace. When we welcome others into our homes in God’s name,
as Lydia did in the reading from Acts, we are welcoming God.

Voluntary David Weigle
He Giveth More Grace/No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus
arranged by Mark Hayes
$Call to Worship Melissa Walker-Luckett & Congregation

Come into the presence of the One who is gracious to us, blesses us, and whose face
shines upon us.
We gather at the river of the water of life.
Come into this sacred space and join your voices with peoples of all nations in praise
of the One who shows us the way of peace.
We gather at the river of the water of life.
Come into the presence of the One where night is as day and fear is driven out by
God’s love.
We gather at the river of the water of life.
Come and listen for the Spirit’s voice, calling us to live with courage and faithfulness
to the vision of God’s justice.
We gather at the river of the water of life, trusting the One who is our
light and our hope.



#Invocation Congregation
Let us pray:
Gracious God, Welcoming Christ, Empowering Spirit: stir the waters
by which we gather. In the ways you receive us, teach us how to receive
others. In the grace with which you create a home for us, may we be

bold to practice hospitality. Amen.

$Hymn 269 Congregation
We All Are One in Mission — COMPLAINER

Scripture Lesson Mike Gill
Acts 16:9-15 (Pew Bible page 900 of the New Testament)
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word ... Thanks be to God!

Time of Silent Reflection

Time for Young Disciples Laura Keller
Children through kindergarten are invited to Godly Play,
Ist through 4th grade to Young Theologians.
You may collect your children in the Children’s Building following the service.

$Hymn [ see insert ] Congregation
Celebrate Sister Lydia’s Vision — MESSAGE

Call to Confession Tim Schaefer & Congregation
All who keep God’s word know God’s love and live by it. But obedience is not easy
amid all the world’s distractions, and the gift of love is not incorporated into our lives
without effort. There is gap between intention and reality, a chasm we create
between ourselves and God. That is why we observe a time of confession.

The Confession of Sin
Let us pray:
Almighty God, we have wandered far from your love. We have
neglected your word in the torrent of words that we hear and read every
day. Our hearts are troubled amid the conflicts and violence of our
world. Sometimes we find it easier to withdraw from everything, to
resist change lest it require more of us. We know you are reaching out
to heal us; help us to respond. We know we are surrounded by your



love. Let us feel it deep within, that we may reflect that love to all we
meet. Amen.

Silence Is Kept

Promise of Forgiveness
Jesus invites us to stand, to feel our own strength, to understand our own power, to
sense the changes that love is accomplishing within us and among us. The Holy
Spirit has come to teach us all that we need in order to be faithful.
We are loving servants of God, who claims us and sends us on a
journey of peace. Praise God, who has blessed and forgiven us.

Hymn 60 Congregation
Like a River Glorious — WYE VALLEY

Prayers of the People Harry Wooten & Congregation
Holy one through the lives of strong women who have listened to your sprit leading
us toward a world of justice and equity for all, a light has been shone on the path we
too must follow.

We need no light of lamp or sun for God lights the way.
Through the example of those who are unbound by social norms that exclude and
who reject long-held patterns of privilege, a light has been shone on the path we too
must follow.

We need no light of lamp or sun for God lights the way.
Through the lives of seniors who care for the children of all nations as they would
their own grandchildren, a light has been shone on the path we too must follow.

We need no light of lamp or sun for God lights the way.
Through the example of children and youth who treat elders with respect, as those
filled with wisdom’s potential, a light has been shone on the path we too must
follow.

We need no light of lamp or sun for God lights the way.
Through all who listen to your spirit, challenging us, calling us, forming us into
communities of love and compassion, a light has been shone on the path we too
must follow.

We need no light of lamp or sun for God lights the way.

Anthem Choir
Shall We Gather at the River — arranged by Earlene Rentz



Sermon Michael Gregg
“ Shall We Gather at the River ”

#Hymn of Commitment 481 Congregation

Go to the World! — sINE NOMINE

Please come forward during the singing of this hymn if you wish to confess or reaffirm
your faith or identify with this fellowship. A minister will greet and receive you.

Offertory Prayer Martha Hatcher

Offertory David Weigle
Higher Ground — arranged by Mark Hayes

Presentation of Decisions & Concerns of the Church Michael Gregg
Affirmation: Thanks be to God!

#Sending Forth Michael Gregg

Go forth knowing the spirit entrusts us with a vision of God’s love for all peoples.
We go prepared to hear those whose voices are often ignored.

May God’s blessings for the nations and the earth continue to increase through your

faithfulness.
We have been renewed by the waters of life. Our hearts are open. We
will share the peace we have received.

Go forth eager to listen, knowing the power that is at work in you.
We praise the God of justice, who offers healing to all the nations. We
join the chorus of all those who live believing a new day is coming
when the light of God’s love will be known by all.

Amen.

Alleluia!

Organ Dismissal David Weigle
8§ 8 8§ 8 8 § 8



Worship Leaders
Mike Gill
Mike joined Royal Lane in 1999 shortly after he started dating his future wife, Lisa. He was
baptized at Royal Lane in 2008. He currently serves on the education, technology,

publicity/outreach and ushering committees and serves as the church webmaster. Mike and
Lisa have one child, Carson, born in 2005.

Martha Hatcher

Martha was born and raised in Bryan, Texas and graduated from UT, Austin. She owned an
alteration shop in Dallas for thirty-five years and still does lots of sewing. Martha has been a
member of RLBC for almost twenty-nine years. In those years she has served in many
capacities, but the one that means the most to her is singing in the choir.
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