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Introduction

This Church Profile provides a rich summary of Royal Lane's history, as well as its programs, ministries,
missions, leadership structure, and finances. Perhaps most importantly, the document describes our
congregation and the signature elements of our church culture.

We hope that through these pages you will see that Royal Lane Baptist Church is a small but vital
congregation of independent, progressive-leaning Baptists who embrace historic Baptist principles. In
accordance with these principles, we open our doors wide to all people looking for a supportive Christian
community that is sustained by the assurance of God's grace. We are an open and affirming congregation
located in the heart of Dallas, Texas. Our members are widely dispersed across a 60mile radius of the
metropolitan area. Clearly, we are not a church defined by a zip code; rather we are defined by a piece of
God's kingdom that we faithfully support with our time, resources, and participation. As our Demographic
Profile also illustrates, our congregation is a multi-generational mosaic of highly educated, ethnically diverse
individuals who come from a variety of denominational backgrounds.

Thank you for your interest in our church. It is our prayer that you will sense the genuine welcome that awaits
you at Royal Lane Baptist Church.

The 2022 Church Profile Task Force:

Scott Bryant

Margaret Darden

Shannon Miller

Christine Nicolette-Gonzalez
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Our Culture

We are a warm and
compassionate community.
We care about one another.

We believe that persons of everl

ethnicity, gender, sexual

orientation, raceage, and

cognitive and physical ability ar¢

created and loved by God just g

they are. Each person in our
congregation matters to us

because they matter to
Jesus Christ.

We represent a broad theological
and political spectrum; we are
committed to finding ways to
dialogue and learn from one

another with respect.

We are comfortable in complexity
and hunger for deeper spirituality
and learning; we are an
authentically questioning
community of diverse people who
walk in faith and support each
other even when we
stumble and fall.




We are historically Baptist in
our identity, polity and
practice.

We cherish the hard work of
w2 el f [tdryyaSe@acy ok
radical grace.

We are sustained by high
guality worship that is anchoreg
in the liturgical year and
distinguished by inspiring
music and excellent preaching

We are committed to
community outreach, social
justice, and ministrpeyond

our church walls

"Our consensus was
there's nothing more
important than being

truthful about who you
are as a church and what
you value," she said. "If
any organization has a
problem with that,

that's their problem."
Dallas Morning News 3 - 6- 10




We treasure our childrer
and embrace all kinds o
FIFYAfASAO® hI
and Youth ministries ar€
strong, and we believe
they need to stay strong.

We have a longtanding
tradition of lay leadership|
working in collaboration with
a pastor who stands with us
not over us.




Royal Lane Baptist Church
Mission and Vision Statement

Diverse People United in Christ

Royal Lane Baptist Church is an inclusive, multigenerational community of believers in God as revealed in Jesus
Christ. We believe in the inspiration of scripture, the equality of all persons, the unity in diversity, and the
priesthood of all believers. In communion with and through the power of the Holy Spirit, we follow the way of
Christ and share the good news through worship, education, missions, and ministries.

We are a vibrant welcoming and affirming mosaic of ethnicities, racial identities, sexual orientations, gender
identities, and socio-economics. We affirm the sacredness, dignity, and equality of every person.

Royal Lane is a progressive and autonomous Baptist church valuing the freedom to minister alongside other
groups, both Christian and non-Christian.

We commit ourselves to:

)l
)l
)l
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Worship that challenges the mind, stirs the heart, and lifts the spirit within the context of music, art, and
liturgy.

Christian education that is relevant, innovative, and based on thoughtful biblical information.

Love one another as God loves us. We put this love into action through missions and ministries in our
church, our community, and our world.

A proclamation of the Christian faith that is responsible and free, socially concerned, and relevant to our
needsasacai hg and inclusive fellowship in todayos

SsOoC



Our History

Our Place

Our church started as a small group led by the Reverend Thomas E. Jackson on October 5, 1952. The

congregation was initially guided by a Board of Trustees rather than by deacons and met for Sunday School

and worship services at the Greenhill School. After purchasing land at Royal Lane and Hillcrest in May of 1953,

the church became known as Royal Lane Baptist Church and formally called Reverend Jackson as its first

pastor. Programs then expanded to include Training Uni
AiBrotherhoodd groups, and the new Royal Lane Baptist
the Texas Baptist Association (later the Baptist General Cawention of Texas - BGCT), and the Southern Baptist
Convention.

On June 27, 1954, a ground-breaking ceremony was held for a chapel and a small education building.

Membership at the time was approximately 130. The buildings were completed, and the former it r ust ee s 0
were replaced by a 10-member Deacon Board in January 1955. A few months later, a small frame house was
purchased and moved to the property to serve as the
a small cottage was purchased and moved to the rear of the property and re -bricked to match the church.

The cottage served as a residence for the Minister of Education. An additional educational facility was

completed at the end of 1959.

In the mid -1960s, the number of deacons increased to 24, and in 1965 a fire did considerable damage to the

chapel, fellowship hall, and some of the classrooms. During the reconstruction period, the church returned to

its Aschool 0 beginnings and held servi d¢sfadlitsafdue De al
nei ghboring congr egat janchTHeret ISdel.Synagodue 6 s Epi scopal

Royal Lane Expands

In March of 1965, additional land was purchased via a land swap with the Dallas Independent School District,
enlarging the grounds to include property all the way to the corner of Royal Lane and Hillcrest. Construction

then began on a new sanctuary, the administration building, and the arcade designed to connect the chapel

and education building to the new sanctuary. During this con struction, the chapel was converted into our

current family hall and a kitchen. Space was needed for children and a nursery, so the cottage that had been
purchased for the Minister of Education was convertec

Completion of the arcade, the interior of the administration building , and the balcony in the sanctuary was
postponed until additional funds were raised. In 1967, the small frame house that had been used for offices
was donated to Tabernacle Baptist Church, and in 1968, the arcade was finally constructed, and the
administration building, including the library, was finished out. With the buildings complete, the congregation
turned its attention to landscaping, and many members generously donated funds to purchase the gra nd live
oaks that still adorn our beautiful campus. A plaque that displayed the name(s) of its donor(s) was placed on
each tree.

Maybe youdve noticed the back wall of the church of fi
of the building. It was originally pink to try to match the brick, but the west sun faded it to a different color.

The reason for that wal/l not being brick is because :
that wall to t he beusedlfodSueday@Gshodbaeasstoariswitlyan tnterior garden.

Renovations

During 1975-1 9 7 6 , al | of the windows in the sanctuary wer e

were completely refurbished, and the office and education building we re repainted and carpeted. The steeple
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also had to be reset and repainted due to water damage, and the parking area was resurfaced. Most of the
work and materials were donated by members with the parking lot and steeple renovations requiring a loan.

Over the past 30 years, there have been routine renovations to our campus. A new parking lot with lighting
was added bordering Hillcrest Road in 2007, and new carpeting and wood floors on the chancel were installed
in the sanctuary in 2010. Finally, new til ing for the floors and walls in the hallway of the sanctuary building
was completed in 2011.

Dan Garland Pipe Organ, Opus 50

When our church began in the early 1950s, the
congregation used a borrowed Hammond organ
in the chapel. During this period, th e pastor was
able to purchase some used pipes, which were
stored until donations were secured for a console
and installation. The console and some of the
pipework survived the fire of 1965 and were
eventually installed in the new sanctuary along
with additional pipes to enlarge the organ by the
John T. Fort Organ Company.

i< In February of 2010, a Sanctuary Task Force was

y formed to consider renovations of the sanctuary
and the organ. The committee recommended that
W T T _ _ the church hire the Garland Pipe Organ Company
to build a three manual, 48 -rank organ. In May of 2018, members of Royal Lane Baptist Church, along with
Dan Garland and his staff, debuted the new Garland Pipe Organ, Opus 50. This dream of over 60 years was
made possible by a dedicated and discernirg team of 20 members, professionals and staff who worked for
nearly seven years previewing organs throughout the Metroplex and selecting an instrument fitting for the
space, design, and acoustics of our sanctuary.

Components of the Three Manual Pipe Organ include the following: 4 Divisions i Great, Choir, Swell and Pedal,
42 Stops, 51 Ranks, 3113 pipes and 7 Digital Voices.

Disaster Strikes

On the night of Oct. 20, 2019, an EF-3 tornado touched down and did an estimated $1.5 billion in damage to
the area immediately surrounding the church, making it the costliest tornado event in Texas history. As of the
writing of this profile document there is still evidence of the damage that was done scattered along the

t or n a dmilé pathl Surprisingly, t here was very little damage done to the church campus, but our
Pumpkin Patch was decimated, and we had debris from the Tom Thumb grocery store from nearly a mile
away.

In February 2021, the state of Texas suffered a major power crisis due to three severe winter storms that
swept across the United States during Valentine's Week. The storms triggered the worst energy infrastructure
failure in Texas history, which led to shortages of water, food, and heat. More than 4.5 million homes and
businesses were left without power, including Royal Lane Baptist Church, for several days. As with the
tornado outbreak of 2019, the church was not spared in this storm. Extensive damage was done to the
Children and Youth Building due to frozen and burst pipes. As of June, 2022, assessments were still underway
to determine the best course of action to restore or to rebuild the building. Fortunately, the rest of the

campus was spared any further major damage.
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Royal Lane Baptist Church Columbarium

Royal Lane Baptist Clurch is blessed to have a Columbarium available to its members and loved ones. The
RLBC Columbarium is nestled in a lovely Garden between the Cunningham Arcade, the sanctuary, and the
library. Itis a Spiritual Site that affords Church members, their fam ilies, and their loved ones the opportunity
to have their final resting place surrounded by their faith community, which has been a central part of their
lives.

SR S AT

Library
Need a book? Or would you like to find some scriptural interpretations or readings to give you an inspirational
boost but donét know where to | ook? We have two | ibr

Opar | or.dsdf Mdy,r2@22, yhere is a committee tasked with updating and organizing these libraries and
making them more user-friendly. To accomplish this may take a fair amount of time and work, but it has
begun. We will keep the congregation posted as the work is completed.
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Our People

Royal Lane has been known for decades as a church of independent thinkers. The progressive Baptists who
came before us were role models of radical grace rath
decisions were made to open their doors or lift their glass ceilings to make wider spaces of welcome for anyone
wishing to worship and to serve in lay leadership positions at Royal Lane. We are so grateful that our first

African American member, who joined RLBC in 1979, is still an active, beloved member of RoyalLane and that

our first bi-racial wedding in 1980 was no more controversial for us as a congregation than our first same -sex
wedding in 2015 shortly after the Supreme Court ruled state s Bans on same-sex marriage to be unconstitutional.

Steve Dolloff and Harry
Laurence and Janet Schultz Hunter with the Rev. Harry

1980 2013 Wooten

We began ordaining women to serve on our Deacon Board in the mid-1970s, starting with Jerry Moore, who is
still living in Austin and is a member of First Baptist Church - Austin. Cookie Stokes was the first woman to serve

as Chair of our Deacon Board in 1986, and she is still very much alive!

Second row (left to rightdim CaldwellClaude Dodgen, Joyce Comstock, @&Vilson, Cookie
Stokes, Odusdfley, Ray Vickrey, Gayle Brown, George Jones, Jack Morton, John Roark, Cal
James. First row: Dennis Waters, Bill Ferguson, Sydney Thompson, JimBeextdt,Nelson

14 James Allen, Kay Bajmdlariam Moreau, Nancy Elle#illison.



































































































